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WEB ACCESSIBILITY AMONG FRIENDS: UNIVERSITY CENTERS'
WEB PAGES AVERAGED "FAIR-PLUS" IN A RANDOM TEST
November 9, 2010 by JoLynne Lyon

In the spring of 2010, WebAIM staff members found that web pages from 87 percent of University Centers of Excellence on Developmental
Disabilities (UCEDDs) would not have passed legal accessibility requirements.
Subjective ratings were slightly more encouraging. When the survey factored in the severity of the errors it found, web pages from UCEDDs
averaged on the high side of fair when it came to web accessibility.
Here’s a little background: Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act requires federal agencies to ensure that when possible, data is equally
available to employees with and without disabilities. UCEDDs—including the CPD—belong to a national network that collaborates with state
and federal agencies.
WebAIM is a project of the Center for Persons with Disabilities. It deals with web accessibility through training, evaluation and design.
In the 2010 survey, WebAIM staff checked a single, randomly‑selected page for analysis from each UCEDD. In all cases, the page they
surveyed was one click away from home. The staff members used an automated and manual check of these web pages against the 16
guidelines of Section 508’s standard for accessible content.
They also gave the web pages a subjective rating on a scale of poor to excellent, since some errors impact users more than others.
Here’s what they found:
• Only 8 of the 64 centers had a sample web page that would have passed a section 508 review.
• On a “poor‑fair‑good‑excellent” scale, the network average was on the high side of “fair.”
• The most common accessibility errors included missing alternative text, form labels, links to skip over repetitive content, table headers and
captioning for media.
Want to know how your website rates? WebAIM’s automated WAVE tool is a great place to start.
Note: This is the first in a series of blog posts summarizing presentations made by CPD staff members in late October and
early November. They attended the 2010 conference for the Association of University Centers on Developmental Disabilities.
Those of you who can stop by our building can check out the research posters in the hallway leading to the CPD's southwest
door.

